
THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 

EMMET O’NEAL LIBRARY 

May 19, 2020 

4:30 p.m. 

The meeting of The Board of Trustees of the Emmet O’Neal Library was called to order by Mrs. Susan 

Elliott. Other board members present included, Mrs. Nancy Long, Mr. Bennett White and the Director 

of Emmet O’Neal Library, Ms. Lindsy Gardner.  Also present were Friends of Emmet O’Neal Library 

President, Barbara Blair, Council Liaison, Lloyd Shelton, and Library employee, Ms. Viridiana 

Herrera.  

Because of the COVID-19 public health crisis, the meeting was held by  Zoom. 

After verifying a quorum was present, Mrs. Elliott stated that meetings of The Board of Trustees of the 

Emmet O’Neal Library are open meetings.  Notice of the meeting was posted on the Emmet O’Neal 

Library website. 

Next, Mrs. Elliott accepted a motion from Mrs. Long to approve the previously circulated Agenda.  Mr. 

White seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Mrs. Elliott then asked for a motion to approve the minutes as previously circulated by email.  Mr. 

White made the motion to approve the minutes.  Mrs. Long seconded the motion.  The April minutes 

were adopted unanimously. 

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRIENDS OF THE EMMET O’NEAL LIBRARY: 

Mrs. Blair reported that the Friends will meet with the Library Director, Lindsy Gardner, to discuss 

future access to the Library, the 2021 Book Sale, and ways to handle donations during the current 

situation.  

REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE JUNIOR WOMEN’S COMMITTEE: 

No report was given. 

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE MOUNTAIN BROOK LIBRARY FOUNDATION: 

Ms. Gardner reported that the Library Foundation was notified of two bequests.  



FINANCIAL REPORT FOR April 2020: 

At this time, Ms. Gardner reviewed the Library’s financials for the month of April.  She mentioned that 

due to the current vacant positions, the Library was underbudget in the salaries line item.  Ms. Gardner 

also mentioned that the Worker’s Compensation payment was made during the month of April and is 

reflected in the benefits account. 

 

STATISTICAL REPORT FOR April 2020: 

Ms. Gardner addressed the Library’s statistics for the month of April.  She stated that the demand for 

electronic materials has increased and that the use of children resources like TumbleBooks tripled.  Ms. 

Gardner also mentioned that about 15,000 physical items are currently checked out. 

 

REPORT OF ADMINISTRATOR: 

No report was given. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

Ms. Gardner reported the help email that was set up to assist patrons with questions about the Library’s 

digital resources.  The Circulation Department staff have been monitoring this service.  Ms. Gardner 

also reported that the Children’s Department will be releasing a new Reader’s Advisory form for 

parents who want advise on what their children should read next. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Ms. Gardner provided an update on the state of the flat roof.  Williamson & Associates assessed a 

$24,000 consulting fee.  They would oversee the project.  Ms. Gardner also reported that there’s not a 

timeline to replace the fire curtain.  At this time Mr. Shelton stated that the City of Mountain Brook 

formed a committee to evaluate the economic impact of the State of Alabama Safer at Home order.  Mr. 

Shelton will be part of the committee.   

Next, Ms. Gardner gave an update on the Library’s COVID-19 contingency plan.  She reported that 

every Library employee had completed the Hygiene and Social Distancing Training.   

 

 



NEW BUSINESS: 

Ms. Gardner introduced a draft of the proposed dress code for Library staff.  Under the proposed 

guidelines, staff would be allowed to wear jeans with a business casual top and as a tradeoff, they 

would park on Dan Watkins Road.  The proposed dress code was put together before the current health 

contingency.  Currently, staff can wear jeans with a t-shirt, but once the Library is open to the public, 

staff would be asked to wear a business casual top whenever they choose to wear jeans to work.  

 

The Board of Trustees decided to postpone the evaluation of the Trustee applications until June.  Mr. 

Galloway, Mr. Lyles, and Mrs. Forrester applied for the Trustee position that will be vacant in October 

2020. 

Finally, Ms. Gardner mentioned that she has asked the managers to identify areas where they can adjust 

their budget.  Mr. Shelton directed Ms. Gardner to prepare the Library’s budget as originally planned, 

Mrs. Elliott asked Ms. Gardner to include the fire curtain in the capital projects budget.         

              

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING: 

June 16 at 4:30.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Lindsy Gardner 

Library Director 


