
THE MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF 
EMMET O’NEAL LIBRARY 

May 5, 2020 
4:30 p.m. 

 
 
The special call meeting of The Board of Trustees of the Emmet O’Neal Library was called to order by 
Mrs. Susan Elliott. Other board members present included, Mr. Patrick Carlton, Mrs. Penny Page, Mrs. 
Long, Mr. White and the Director of Emmet O’Neal Library, Ms. Lindsy Gardner.  Also present were 
Friends of Emmet O’Neal Library President, Barbara Blair, Mountain Brook Library Foundation 
President, Jim Noles, and Library employees, Ms. Viridiana Herrera.  

Because of the COVID-19 public health crisis, the meeting was held by conference call.  
 

 
REPORT OF ADMINISTRATOR: 
Ms. Gardner presented the Emmet O’Neal Library Phased Re-Opening Plan.  She indicated that as part 
of the Re-Opening Plan, a provision will be added in case the State of Alabama issues a shelter-in-place 
order again. As presented during the April Board meeting, Phase One includes essential library staff 
returning to the Library after completing Distance and Hygiene Training.  Amber M. Whillock of 
Starnes Law will review the Library’s Hygiene Protocol.  The administrative staff will ensure 
employees have the appropriate PPE and that cleaning supplies stay at a suitable level.   
 
Upon review, Mr. Carlton asked how curbside service will work, and what system will be in place for 
patrons who need assistance choosing books.  Regarding reader’s advisory services, Ms. Gardner stated 
that patrons may call the Library and request materials or ask the staff for recommendations.  The 
Children’s Department have launched a reader’s advisory service on the Library’s website for parents 
to contact librarians and receive book recommendation.  Ms. Gardner also mentioned that the staff is 
currently evaluating live chat options to connect with patrons. Ms. Gardner addressed the quarantining 
process for all returned material.  All items will be placed in bins that will be moved to the meeting 
room, the bins will be dated and quarantined for seven days.  All items will be checked in after the 
seven-day quarantine.    After the Board reviewed Phase Two, Mrs. Page inquired about virtual 
Summer Reading.  Ms. Gardner mentioned that the Children’s Department will be offering several 
virtual programs and take-away kits.  Some of the programs the Children’s Librarians are planning 
include a drive through kick-off parade and a scavenger hunt that will take participants to different 
businesses in the City of Mountain Brook.   
 
At this point, Ms. Gardner asked the Board if they agree with the Library’s Re-Opening Plan.  Mrs. 
Elliott agreed on starting curbside service on June 1.  Mrs. Elliott accepted a motion from Mr. White to 
approve the Emmet O’Neal Library Phased Re-Opening Plan as presented.  Mrs. Long seconded the 



motion.  The motion was approved unanimously.  Ms. Gardner will communicate the Library’s Re-
Opening Plan to Mr. Shelton.          
 
Finally, Ms. Gardner notified the Board that the City Manager, Sam Gaston, asked her to do a mid-year 
budget review to look at programs and projects that can be delayed for future years.  
 
  
 
NEXT BOARD MEETING: 
May 19 at 4:30.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Lindsy Gardner 
Library Director 


